EVELYN'S PLAGE IN HISTORY
ing the peaks and valleys, the disabilities and
encouragements in succeeding generations or even
decades. Political convulsions drove society from one
extreme to the other and back again, and more or less
precise divisions or epochs might be carved out of the
century. But taking the period as a whole no charge
of barrenness or futility can be brought against an
age which produced Milton, Bunyan and Dryden.
Poets, to mention only a few such as Donne, Lovelace,
Herrick, Crashaw, Waller, Marvell, Vaughan or
Cowley, cannot be dismissed as of no account. In
Evelyn's lifetime, Hobbes wrote his Leviathan, Sir
Thomas Browne his Religio Medici, Samuel Butler
his Hudibras, John Locke his Essay concerning the
human understanding, and congregations were listening
with rapture to Jeremy Taylor. The Royal Society
was founded under the inspiration of Robert Boyle
and Robert Moray, who was described as its "soul"
Sir Isaac Newton was revolutionising science; Sir
Christopher Wren was giving a new distinction to
English architecture; Grinling Gibbons reached a
degree of perfection in his special art which has never
since been challenged; under the inspiration of Van
Dyck a series of English portrait painters emerged
whose work is by no means negligible in the
history of painting; and in music Henry Purcell, the
pupil of Pclham Humphrey, was laying the founda-
tions of a British school
To say that the work of these men in most cases was
little appreciated by many of their contemporaries,
that they reaped little reward, worked for a mere